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an it really be true that Christians can experience the blessing
of God on their lives in a way that contributes to them making
larger financial investments in the kingdom of God?
My experience tells me that it is.
Take this verse for example. I consider it to be one of the most amazing
verses to be found anywhere in Scripture:
One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another
withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.
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Prov. 11:24

See what it’s saying: generous giving contributes to abundance and
withholding to shortage and scarcity. The operative word in the text is
‘freely’. There is something about generous (and wise) giving that does
something not only for those who are the recipients of the giving but for
the giver also. Those who hold on to what they have and refuse to be
generous towards those less fortunate than themselves may not
experience poverty in financial terms, but they will undoubtedly
experience it in spiritual terms.
And there can be nothing worse than poverty of the soul.
Those who believe, as I do, that the Bible contains the greatest wisdom
to be found anywhere on earth, and practise its principles, will know the
truth of the text that has just been quoted. They find that the more they
give to God, the more they have to give.

A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

The purpose of this booklet is to lay down a biblical perspective on the
subject of giving to God. If you are not already one of those who know
the experience of continual replenishment in terms of giving, I would
like to show you some of the steps you can take in order to experience
this great biblical principle at work in your life.
One thing is sure – it is hard to claim to be a true disciple of Jesus Christ
unless one understands the biblical principles concerning money.

SERVICE IN THE EIGHTH DEGREE

Our Lord had a good deal to say about money when He was here on earth.
In fact 16 of His 38 recorded parables touch on the issue of finances.
Scripture fairly bulges with texts that relate to money and giving. Did
you know that there are about 500 verses relating to faith, and about the
same number relating to prayer, but there are more than 2,000 verses
relating to the subject of money and possessions?
Let’s begin with this incident in the life of our Lord:

Now, not only did Jesus sit over against the treasury in Bible days; He
is sitting there still. But His purpose in sitting there, I hasten to add, is
not to criticise or condemn but to help us evaluate the importance of our
relationship to money. It is a solemn moment when we give of our
finances with Him sitting beside us.

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.
Mark 12:41

The text I referred to earlier: ‘One man gives freely, yet gains even more;
another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty’ – may seem at first to
violate all the rules of mathematics. How can it be that the more you give
away the more you have? It seems to defy logic.
The more I have studied Scripture the more impressed I have been with
the Bible’s glorious illogicality as it relates to divine mathematics. Our
human system of maths says two and five make seven. But there was one
occasion in Scripture where two and five added up to 5,000. Jesus Christ
took two fishes and five loaves and under what Frances Ridley Havergal
called ‘His mighty multiplying touch’ the Saviour was able to feed 5,000
people. And just to add to the point – 12 baskets of fragments were
gathered up after everyone had eaten their fill! A similar story can be
found in the Old Testament (2 Kings 4) where God’s servant, Elisha,
experienced a miraculous extension of 20 small loaves of bread which
were able to satisfy 100 hungry men – with some left over.
Take this also – a statement made by Jesus: ‘For whoever wants to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it’ (Matt.
16:25). How can someone gain by losing? The most basic profit and loss
account shows a loss to be a loss and a profit to be a profit. I know of no
mathematical law that says a loss can become a profit. Well, the divine
scheme of things is different. We lose what is of no eternal value to gain
that which lives on throughout eternity.
There is an intriguing verse found in the book of Ecclesiastes – another
book written by wise old Solomon – which reads thus:

The more
they give
to God,
the more
they have
to give.

The Gospel writer, Mark, tells us that many rich people
threw in large amounts, but a poor widow came and
put in two very small copper coins worth only a fraction
of a penny. As Jesus watched what was going on, He
turned to His disciples and said: ‘… this poor widow
has put more into the treasury than all the others.’
That must have caused some raised eyebrows among
the disciples, don’t you think? By what law of mathematics
does a woman who throws two small copper coins into
an offering box give more than those who throw in large
amounts? Jesus gave this explanation:

They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty,
put in everything – all she had to live on.
Mark 12:44
Her giving was measured not so much by what she gave but by what she
had left. Does this mean that God wants us to give until we have nothing
left? No, but it does introduce a whole new dimension into the matter of
giving. When we give we need to focus not only on what we have given
but also on what we have left.

DIVINE MATHEMATICS
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Though one may be overpowered,
two can defend themselves.
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

Eccl. 4:12

Dig into the context of this verse and you discover it is talking about
friendship. Verse 9 says:
Two are better than one,
because they have a good return for their work.
If one falls down,
his friend can help him up.
But pity the man who falls
and has no-one to help him up!
Then comes the verse I have already referred to: ‘Though one may be
overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not
quickly broken.’
Why is it that the writer who has been talking about one friend with
another, making two, adds this strange climax: ‘A cord of three strands is
not quickly broken’ (my italics)? This text is often separated from its
context and made to mean that three people when working together form
a powerful force. But that is not what it is saying.
The NIV Study Bible describes the statement as a ‘climactic construction’ – a literary device for the sake of emphasis. But it is much more
even than that. What the text is saying is this: when you are in a close
relationship with another person, you not only have what the other
person gives you in the friendship, or you give to the other person, but a
third quality appears – a strength and power which comes out of the
relationship which you could never have known apart. Your strength plus
your friend’s strength produce a new and even greater strength.
In Solomon’s day though they understood the concept, they were not
able to express it in a single word. Today we call it – synergism.

The dictionary meaning of synergism is this: ‘the combined effect of two
things that exceeds the sum of their individual effects.’ God has designed
good close relationships in such a way that one and one does not just add
up to two – one and one makes three.
There is, as I said before, a glorious illogicality about divine mathematics.
How can one little jar of flour and one small jug of oil be used to supply
the needs of a widow for weeks and weeks and weeks? It doesn’t make
sense. It defies logic. But you can read about this story in the 17th chapter
of the first book of Kings. A widow who ministered to the needs of the
prophet Elijah was rewarded by a miracle which meant that her one little
jar of flour and one little jug of oil saw no diminishment as she used them
day after day after day. Logic says that when one little jar of flour and one
little jug of oil have been used up then that is the end of the matter. But
when God is at work logic and mathematics have to give way to a higher
law – the law of the divine.
Nothing is more exciting than to see divine mathematics at work in the
matter of giving. We give and when we think we have
come to the end of our financial resources God makes
it possible for us to give and give again. One writer,
when talking about God’s intervention in human
affairs, said: ‘Mathematics and logic have nothing to do
with reality.’ God is the Great Reality and when He is at
work then don’t be surprised if everything human is
turned on its head.
Permit me to return for a moment to the story of the
little boy who gave his loaves and fishes to Jesus.
Suppose, just suppose, that the little boy had said to
himself, ‘This is for my use only and I don’t intend to
share it with anyone.’ He would have missed seeing one of the greatest
miracles of all time – the Feeding of the Five Thousand. And suppose also
that the disciples, instead of serving out the multiplied bread and fishes
to the crowd decided to pile them high in one corner and make a charge
for them. What do you think would have happened? Well of course we

God makes
it possible
for us to
give and
give again.
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know the Lord would not have allowed them to do it, but if they had
attempted to they would have disqualified themselves from the service of
the One whose life was given over to generosity. It is likely we would have
never heard of them again.
I am sure that you come across opportunities to be generous almost
every day and if you fail to respond to those opportunities who knows
what rivers will not flow, what great ministries will never come to birth,
what mighty things will not get done? God has opened the doors of
generosity to you; don’t fail to open up the doors of generosity to others.

she used to say, ‘If I had lots of money I would give liberally ...’ She replied,
‘Do you know, it is a strange thing; when I had no money I had the heart
to give. Now that I have money I just don’t have the heart!’
I have known many people, too, who said they wanted to go into
business to make money so that they could give it to God but once they
prospered they were loathe to invest it in the kingdom. Money is a
wonderful servant but a terrible master. If money is your god then your
enfeebled personality is the price you pay for the worship of that god.
We had better master money before it masters us.

THE EFFECT OF MONEY ON THE SOUL

SEDUCTION OF THE SOUL

Take it from someone who has had a lifetime of experience of trying to
help Christians understand their relationship to their finances, money
has a very powerful and profound effect upon the human soul. I have
watched hundreds of Christians in my time become financially blessed
and then develop an acquisitive streak that in turn makes their souls as
metallic as the coins they seek.
Someone has said that ‘having a good deal of money does not change a
person, it merely unmasks them’. If a person is naturally selfish or greedy,
money will simply show up those tendencies in a greater and clearer light.
‘An offering,’ said one writer, ‘is minted personality.’ We can tell a lot
about the kind of person we are by what and how we give.
There is no surer way of determining our spiritual maturity than by the
attitude we take towards money. A pastor tells how his church began a
building extension programme, and one woman, an apparently devout
but financially deprived soul, used to say to him whenever he paid her a
pastoral visit, ‘If I had lots of money believe me I would give liberally to
the building programme of the church.’
It so happened that well before the building was completed and the
church was still far from reaching its budget, the woman concerned
inherited a very large legacy. She revealed this fact one day to the pastor
who, on one of his pastoral visits several weeks later, reminded her of how

It is sad how the longing for money can create a fever in
the soul. It is not the possession of money but the
passion for it that the Bible is against. These warnings
are there because God knows that no one can live in this
world without money. The more some people have the
more they want – and not always for itself but rather for
the sense of power that the possession of money gives.
The luxuries of one generation become the necessities
of the next, and before long, money fastens its grip.
So the Bible sounds its warning. It tells us money can
seduce the soul from its true anchorage in God. It must
be watched, not because it can be stolen, but because it
can steal. It can steal control of a person’s life.
Yours and mine.
Scripture teaches us that neither asceticism nor avarice are a balanced
approach to life. It shows us that we have a right and a duty to have our
needs met. In the Early Church those who had much shared with those
who had little. In Acts we see how distribution was to everyone as they
had need.

Money is a
wonderful
servant but
a terrible
master.
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There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time
those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money
from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed
to anyone as he had need.
Acts 4:34
And Scripture teaches us also that when we have more than we need we
have a responsibility to help those who are in need.
Consider these words of Jesus in the well-known story of the farmer who
went forth to sow. He mentioned two things that choked the growing
wheat and made it unfruitful – the worries of this life and the deceitfulness
of wealth (Matt. 13:22). James Moffatt translates this verse:
As for him who is sown ‘among thorns’, that is the man who listens
to the word, but the worry of the world and the delight of being rich
choke the word; so it proves unfruitful.
Note the words ‘the delight of being rich’. Riches are not the enemy; it is
the delight of being rich that we have to guard against. It sours the soul
when we see riches as an end in themselves. If the delight is in what can
be done through riches to help others then the soul is saved from decay.
There is an old saying that whoever craves wealth for its own sake is like
a man who drinks sea water, the more he drinks the more his thirst
increases until finally he drinks himself to death.
Is it wrong to have riches? No. God does not condemn a Christian for
that. He does condemn Christians, however, when they put their trust in
riches. This is how the apostle Paul puts it when writing to Timothy:
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but
to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for
our enjoyment.
1 Tim. 6:17

The psalmist said it like this:
Do not trust in extortion
or take pride in stolen goods;
though your riches increase,
do not set your heart on them.

Psa. 62:10

‘Money amassed has gravitational force,’ says Greg Lafferty, a teaching
pastor in one of America’s large churches. ‘It’s got power, it’s got pull, it’s
got weight. And like everything that has mass, it exerts a gravitational
pull.’ He recommends that we would all do well to keep one of the
proverbs of Solomon always at the forefront of our mind lest we be
overtaken by the snare that money and possessions can bring. Listen
again to what wise old King Solomon said:
Keep falsehood and lies far from me …
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you
and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’

Prov. 30:8

In order to avoid the traps that money can bring it is important to follow
some simple but clear biblical principles, the first of which I suggest is
this:
Transfer ownership of your possessions to God
The very first thing a Christian should understand in relation to money
and possessions is to turn them over into God’s hands. Dr E. Stanley
Jones, one of my spiritual mentors, used to say: ‘A road that perhaps more
than any other leads to self-atrophy is undedicated money.’ So, if you
haven’t done so, then consider transferring your possessions and money
over to Him today. When you let go of your possessions and let God have
them, then life takes on a sense of stewardship. It really does.
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Perhaps a question we ought to ask ourselves before going any further
is this: who owns my possessions, does God or do I? Whether we
acknowledge it or not we are only in possession of our possessions for a
brief period.
If in reality we don’t own our possessions then the obvious thing is to
acknowledge this in a prayer to God. Have the sense to say to Him, ‘I am
not the owner, I am the ower.’ A businessman once said, ‘I’ve prospered
in my business; now my task is to know how much I can keep for my own
use.’ That’s the right order. How much can I keep for myself? For
everything I needlessly spend on myself is taken from some other
person’s need.

AT GOD’S DISPOSAL

Since we belong to God then all we have belongs to God. Unless we are
willing to accept this there is little point in reading on. We must see
ourselves as stewards not proprietors, not only of our treasure but also
of our time and our talents.
‘The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof’ said
the psalmist (Psa. 24:1, RSV). If you have been acting as
though you are the owner then abdicate from the throne
of your heart and let God be God. The relationship is
then pegged down. That is the starting point which once
accepted means we can work forward.
Putting our possessions at God’s disposal does
something more than settling a money issue. It settles
a life attitude. You are then a person under orders, a
person with a sense of mission, a sense of direction and
a life goal. You realise you are handling something on behalf of Another,
the ‘Another’ being God. That does something to the whole of life – puts
sacredness into the secular, lifts the sordid into the sacred. Money
becomes a message.

‘I am not
the owner,
I am the
ower.’

If money is unsurrendered to God, it soon masters us. When we hold
it as a trust it blesses us. Our Christianity functions in and through the
material. If we are faithful with material power, then God will entrust us
with spiritual power.
Another thing our Lord said about money is this:
No-one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve both God and Money.
Matt. 6:24
The fact that Money has a capital letter in the text is informative. In the
original Greek the word was Mammon with a capital ‘M’. It suggests that
for some people Money with a capital ‘M’ is on the same level as God.
While money with a small ‘m’ is neutral, money with a capital ‘M’ is not.
As Greg Lafferty reminded us, ‘Money like everything that has mass
exerts a gravitational pull.’ You can very easily get drawn into its orbit
and it becomes the centre of things for you and bends your will towards
it, making you its slave. Remember this: you can’t serve God and Money
but you can serve God with money.
Abraham provides an excellent example in Scripture of how to transfer
ownership of possessions to God. He placed his son on the altar and was
willing to part with him if that was what God wanted (Gen. 22). If you
have never done so then picture yourself kneeling before God’s altar like
Abraham. Offer up to Him all your possessions in a moment of prayer.
Be prepared to die emotionally to money. Tell God that from now on
there will not be two masters in your life – just one. Him!
Transferring ownership to God means that every decision as to how
your money will be earned or used will be based on scriptural principles,
remembering that one day we will have to give an account to God of how
we managed the funds that He entrusted to us. So tell Him that from now
on you are no longer a proprietor but a steward.
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INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM

1.	Treasure on earth is susceptible to corruption, decay and theft. Money
stored in heaven is safe and secure.

Become rich towards God by giving
By far the wisest and most rewarding investments we can make while
we are on this earth are those that are given to God for the furtherance
of His work. If you are wealthy you are under an obligation to use some
of that wealth to advance the cause of Jesus Christ.
Scripture is replete with commands and promises regarding the need
to lay up treasures in heaven rather than on earth. If Jesus walked into
our churches today, in the same way as He did in the synagogues when
He was here on earth, I think we would hear Him say this to today’s
consumer society:

2.	Treasure in heaven gets a high yield. Here we may get 5%, 15% 25% or,
in a huge economic boom, some investments may return as much as
30%. Scripture talks about a thirty, sixty or even a hundredfold return.

Another principle to follow is this:

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy,
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Matt. 6:19–21
This saying of Jesus is one of the most counter-cultural statements in the
whole of Scripture. Our Lord is telling us first that if we are going to be
right about money then we have got to have the right storehouse. ‘Do
not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,’ He said, ‘but store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven.’
So it is not wrong to store up money. In fact Christ commands it. But
the crux of the matter is where we store our money. Store it up in heaven,
says Jesus, not on earth. By that He means making investments in the
things that will endure in eternity.
Our Lord makes three significant points in the statement quoted above.

3.	Treasure and our hearts interact together. Initially your treasure goes
where your heart goes. If you have your heart set on a new car or a
bigger house or a computer upgrade then there is little doubt that in
due course your money is going to follow your heart. Your heart then
becomes all the more attached to that thing. We are going to have to
lead our hearts to heaven by investing our resources there.
People often ask me if it is a scriptural principle to save. Most definitely.
Look to the ants, says the book of Proverbs, who in good seasons store
up for the lean times to come (Prov. 30:25). There is biblical wisdom in
saving. But millions? Why sacrifice present kingdom impact for a future
on earth that has no guarantee it will ever come. We must let Jesus speak
with full force into our lives. We are not just being wicked if we pile up
treasures on earth; we are being stupid!
So stop storing up resources on earth. If you have enough then why
want more? Enough is enough. Use that money for investing in God’s
kingdom. One man I heard of, having read the phenomenally popular
Prayer of Jabez by Bruce Wilkerson, added another room to his house just
to show his neighbours how God was prospering him. He didn’t need the
extra room so in my opinion it was a shameful waste of the Lord’s money.
Many people spend the first half of their lives expending health to
gain wealth and then the last part of their lives expending wealth to
gain health.
A pastor I know tells the story of how a farmer gave $5 a year to the
work of the church. One day as the pastor visited the farm, the man said,
‘While you are here I will write you out my annual gift to the church.’
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The minister said, as he watched him write out the cheque for $5, ‘All that
God has done for you in this farm, which is clearly prospering and you
give this! You ought to give God $500 as a thank offering.’ And he added,
‘God gives sunlight, soil, rain and atmosphere to bring forth a crop. That’s
about 93 per cent of the work, leaving only 7 per cent dependent on you.
I’m surprised God doesn’t paralyse your arm when you write out such a
miserly amount!’
That’s not the best way to approach someone but in this case it worked.
Those blunt words struck home. The farmer dropped to his knees and
surrendered both himself and his money to God. He went into the house
and told his wife what had happened. She said, ‘I have
been praying for this for years.’ His whole life was
loosed. The pastor said that for years the man gave to
the church not $5 a year but $5,000.
Be rich towards God. That is where the greatest riches
are. You may not be a millionaire on earth but you can
be a millionaire in heaven.

Be rich
towards
God.

LOVING TO GIVE

Another important thing Jesus said was this:
The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole
body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how
great is that darkness!
Matt. 6:22–23
Now what that means is quite simple. There’s light in the place where
you are reading this, either daylight or artificial light. If your eye works
and takes light in, then by that light you are able to read. If your eye does
not work then though there may be light all around, you are in a sense
in darkness.

Our generosity will determine how much spiritual light we have within
our being. If we have a greedy eye our whole being will be filled with
spiritual darkness but if we have a generous eye our whole being will be
filled with spiritual light. Our bodies go where our eyes are looking. The
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil says Paul to Timothy (1 Tim.
6:10). Not money, the love of it. ‘Some people, eager for money [with eyes
for money] have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with
many griefs.’ We have got to know what’s important and what’s not. We
have to start acting like people who are going to live forever.
How do we keep from amassing money and getting pulled into its orbit?
Don’t stockpile it on earth. Send it on to heaven. Invest it in kingdom
ministry and your heart will start to be pulled there. Send the rest of it
ahead so there is no gravitational pull to this world. Why would you need
a stack of notes in heaven? We are only here for a short time so send it on
ahead because that is where we will be spending eternity.
Greed is different from other sins, that is why Jesus describes it as an
eye sin. It darkens our eye spiritually. Greed hides itself. It blinds you
in a way that other things do not. Hardly anyone considers themselves
greedy. If you want to know whether you are or not then ask yourself
how much you dislike it in others. We can’t see it. It blinds us to our
own condition.
David Livingstone said these immortal words:
If anything I have will advance that kingdom it shall be given or
kept, as by giving or keeping it I shall best promote the glory of Him
to whom I owe all my hopes both for time and eternity.
That should be the motto of every Christian put up somewhere and
repeated every day. I came across this some time ago and I wrote it down
in my notebook of pertinent sayings: ‘Some give like a rock: only when
they are struck. Others give like a sponge: only when they are squeezed.
Others give like the flowers because they love to give.’ What kind of
giving characterises you?

SERVICE IN THE EIGHTH DEGREE

If you dislike rich people, or feel superior to them, this shows money
has power over you. I live in a flat but I confess there are times when I
wish I had a pool I could swim in every morning, a house with a large
garden and enough money to pay a gardener to look after things. But at
such times I read Psalm 73 and come back to the biblical realisation that
the greatest blessing in life is to be a child of the living God.
Give enough money away that sacrifices your lifestyle. If there is not
sacrifice in our lives there is no joy in our lives. If there is no cross in our
economic life then there is no true elation. Jesus gave His all for us. Not
one tenth of His life but all. There has, therefore, to be a cross in our
giving. If we give away money and it doesn’t cut into the way we live and
make a difference in our lifestyle then it is possible we are not responding
to Jesus in the way He ministers to us.
Another principle to keep in mind is this:
Develop a worldwide vision
So many Christians lack a worldwide vision. A Christian should have a
vision for the world even though he or she is not able to go to every part
of it. Our trouble today is that we are far too parochial in our vision. The
apostle Paul when writing to Timothy calls the Church to prayer, showing
that our prayer concerns should cover more than just the people in our
own community but, rather, everybody.
I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and
thanksgiving be made for everyone – for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Saviour …
1 Tim. 2:1–3
The Church then is to take everybody into the embrace of its concern
and prayer. Now I am afraid this immediately rebukes many of our
evangelical churches whose perspective, if we are frank, is more parochial
than global.

The British preacher and writer John Stott tells of
visiting a village church while on holiday and slipping
into the back, incognito. The pastor was away and one
of the leaders was taking the meeting. He prayed that
the pastor might have a good holiday, mentioned certain
members of the church who were sick, and that was it.
No prayer for the needs of the world, the tension in
different countries. John said to himself: this is a village
church with a village God. There was no thinking about
the oppressed, the poor, the refugees, the place of
violence, world evangelisation, famines, things that
ought to concern us.
Does your local church have a worldwide vision? Then fine. Get behind
it. If it doesn’t then pray that it will. It is of prime importance that you
support the work of your local church but be open to the needs of
parachurch organisations also. There are things they can do that a local
church cannot.
Not all Christians will fall within the category of my next suggestion
but even if you find that you are not included don’t skip over it as the
point being made may apply to you at some later date.

A Christian
should
have a
vision for
the world.

Making money for God
There are certain people who are gifted to make money in their business
for God. We read about this gift in Romans 12. Among the gifts
mentioned there is the gift of giving. After I had given a Bible study on
the gifts listed in Romans 12, a man asked me this question (somewhat
facetiously I think): ‘If I do not have the gift of giving, does that mean
that I do not have to give?’
I replied, ‘No, Scripture teaches that everyone is required to give, but
some have a special gift that enables them to make wise investments or
establish sound businesses so that they can make a special contribution
to God’s Church and Christian causes.’
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God calls some people to go into business as definitely as He calls some
into the Christian ministry. There they may use their powers of expansion
for God.
Someone asked a woman who had given her life to the cause of street
children what made her do it. She said, ‘I looked into the faces of the street
children and then I looked into the face of Christ and I gave my life to
bring the two of them together.’
I can imagine a businessman or woman saying the same, ‘I looked into
the faces of the needy in this world and gave my life to business in order
to help meet that need.’ It is not enough to build a business in order to
help your family and educate your children and so on – there must be a
bigger vision than that. Many business people get bogged down with
making money and have no concern for the rest of the world. If it is not
for the world’s poor then for some other area of need, some point of
concern.
A business man came to me when I was a pastor in a London city
church and said he wanted to start a business and would I pray with him.
Before I prayed I asked him, ‘What is the purpose of your business?’ He
replied, ‘To provide for my family, to educate my children and to leave an
inheritance for my family.’ I said, ‘If that is your only goal I am afraid I
can’t pray with you ... what about the needs of the world, the church, the
poor and so on?’
That led to a very interesting conversation that went on for several hours
and which resulted in that man going into business with a lightness of
step, a sureness of direction and a sense of mission. He committed himself
to the goal of not just meeting the needs of his family but giving away as
much as possible to the work of God. As he launched his business I
arranged a special commissioning service for him. I told the people
gathered that he had been called to ministry to use his special gifts for the
expansion of the work of God.
A story is told of a visitor to London during the time of the construction
of St Paul’s Cathedral, the architect of which was Sir Christopher Wren.
He stopped at the construction site and asked some of the workman what

they were doing. One said, ‘I am working to get money to keep my family.’
Another said, ‘I am working here because this is the kind of work I have
been trained to do.’ A third man said, ‘I am helping Sir Christopher Wren
build a great cathedral.’
We are here on earth not simply to work and take care
of our families; we are here to help Jesus Christ build
His kingdom and to help carry His message to the ends
of the earth. When we understand and do this then we
experience a firm sense of cosmic backing. We are
creators working under the great Creator.
Another key thought to remember in this matter of
giving is this:
Generosity brings joy to the soul
Ready for another text from Proverbs? Listen to this:

We are
creators
working
under the
great
Creator.

A generous man will prosper;
he who refreshes others will also be refreshed.
Prov. 11:25
Generosity is a favourite subject of Proverbs. The generous person finds
that the greatest joy in giving is to be the one who gives. When we move
out of ourselves and give to others, we ourselves are refreshed. And how!
A little while ago I met a childhood friend whom I had not seen for 40
years. In fact we became Christians at around the same time. I
remembered him as a somewhat mean and stingy individual and when
I enquired about his work he told me that he had made enough money in
construction to take early retirement. ‘So what do you do with your
time?’ I asked.
‘When I retired,’ he said, ‘I established a Trust into which I put all the
finances I possessed, keeping back a small portion for my wife and family
and our daily living. The greatest joy of my life nowadays is to distribute
the millions of pounds I made in business to where God directs me.’
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I could see by the radiance in his countenance the truth contained in the
text I just quoted: ‘he who refreshes others will also be refreshed.’
Now we must not take this to mean that we ought to focus on being
generous because it brings us rewards. Generosity that is exercised simply
for the purpose of reward is not true generosity. The refreshment that
comes from giving comes as a by-product of the giving. I once heard a
critic of Christianity say, ‘Christians give to others not because it is the
right thing to do but because it makes them feel good. It really is a
sophisticated form of selfishness – giving in order to receive.’ Well, there
may be some who give in order to get but, as a firsthand observer of the
Christian life for well over 50 years, I have found that the great majority
of Christians give simply because their hearts are overflowing with a
generosity that comes from an appreciation of God’s largeheartedness in
giving His Son to be their Saviour. His generosity generates theirs.
The generous hand comes from a generous heart. If
the heart is not generous then however much the hand
gives there is no true generosity. No other section of
society, I believe, is as generous as the Christian
community. True Christians give not simply to get a
blessing, but to be a blessing.

The
generous
hand
comes from
a generous
heart.

THE FAITH PROMISE

Let me come finally to an issue that I believe can
transform your entire perspective in relation to giving
and enable you to know the joy not only of giving, but
giving again and again and again.
In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians chapter 8, the apostle makes
one of the strongest financial appeals I have ever read, making the point
that Christ who was rich for our sakes became poor, that we through His
poverty might become rich (8:9).
It appears that a year earlier the Corinthians had promised to help meet
the financial needs of the Christians in Macedonia and now Paul asks

them to fulfil the promise they had made ‘and not let those good
intentions go stale’ (8:11, The Message).
What a powerful appeal the apostle makes as his heart, burning with
passion and love for the work of the Lord in the Early Church, leads him
to send Titus and another colleague to bring pressure to bear upon the
hearts of the Corinthians in reminding them of their solemn promise
made a year ago.
With no cheques, no postal service, no banking facilities, in order that
the matter now be expedited, Paul arranges for some responsible brethren
to collect the amount that had been promised.
Paul reminds them this is therefore not an issue of extortion and
because of the promise they had made he promises them that God would
make all grace abound to them and they would have sufficient in all
things (9:8). Underline that promise in your Bible.
When you give to God you are placing your life in the flow of His
eternal power and His promise is that you will always have sufficient. And
what more than that could a Christian want.
Have you ever made a faith promise to God? Countless Christians, I
have discovered, have never known the deep spiritual joy that comes
through doing this. Many, if not most, have spent their Christian lives
just dipping in their purses whenever they feel there is a need and
although this method of giving has its place and is a highly commendable
attitude of giving and one which rejoices the heart of God, it is a million
miles from the real life of partnership which comes from proving the
Lord in a faith promise.
It requires very little faith, for example, to give a cash offering to the
Lord. Sacrifice perhaps, but faith – no. You have it so you give!

PRAYERFUL COMMITMENT

There is much to be learned and experienced and enjoyed, however, in
the fulfilment of a faith promise. A faith promise is when you sit down
and work out by faith just what you will give to God in the next year or
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six months. Once you have committed yourself carefully and prayerfully
then you set in motion the law of faith. Every month you have to trust
God to help you meet the challenge of your own faith and as you pursue
this there comes a widening of vision, an enlargement of faith, a capacity
to believe beyond human understanding and an awareness of God in
personal dealings that has to be experienced before it can be believed.
People who give this way claim that this exercise flexes the muscles of
faith so much that they can believe not only for the fulfilment of their
faith promise but for many other things in other areas of their lives.
I was first introduced to this concept by Dr Oswald Smith, the famous
missionary pastor of The People’s Church, Toronto. In an article I read he
told of his reaction the first time the idea of a faith promise was presented
to him. He was sitting on the platform in a certain service when a steward
brought him an envelope on which were printed the words:
In dependence upon God I will endeavour during the coming year to
give the sum of …….. towards the work of missions.
He watched as everyone else in the service bowed their heads in prayer
looking for God’s guidance and he followed their action by bowing his head
and asking the Lord how much he should give. He felt the Spirit whisper
to him: ‘Fifty dollars.’ He was shocked. It was a time of great economic trial,
prices were high and fifty dollars in those far off days was a large sum.
Besides he had a family to keep, a house to buy and he was only getting a
very small wage from his church. He thought he had misheard so he asked
the Lord again; How much? He says the Spirit seemed to whisper to him:
‘How much can you trust Me for, not how much do you have? Fifty dollars.’
Oswald Smith says, ‘My hand trembled as I filled in my name and
address and put fifty dollars on the card and in the envelope.’ But he adds,
‘There came to my heart such a peace and I realized that there that
moment I had received the greatest blessing of my life.’
God helped him to meet that faith promise. The following year he
doubled it. The next year he doubled that and so on until The People’s

Church, Toronto has become one of the most famous churches in the
world for its consistent missionary giving.

BIGGER AND GREATER THINGS

A faith promise provides you with a purpose to give and a purpose to
pray, and stimulates your faith towards bigger and greater things and
opens up the blocked channels of your life that fear and unbelief may
have clogged.
Many years ago when I was a pastor in a London church I invited every
church member at the beginning of the year to make a faith promise to
God. Everyone took some time to pray over the matter and then put the
figure they thought God wanted them to give on the faith promise card.
Later, when recording the cards in the Church Faith Promise Register,
I noticed the name of an old widow whose circumstances I was very
familiar with. I was somewhat surprised at the comparatively large
amount she had put on her card and later I went to see her to find out if
she had made a mistake.
When I raised the matter that I considered her faith promise too large
and that she ought to consider reducing it, she burst into tears. At first I
thought they were tears of relief but eventually she turned to me and said,
‘Pastor, that is the figure the Lord told me to give – are you trying to stop
me proving the Lord? This is the amount I promised to give and this is
the amount I believe the Lord will enable me to give.’
I felt rebuked and didn’t quite know what to do. I apologised for my
remarks and left the matter as it was. I watched the progress of her giving
very carefully in the months that followed, and to my surprise and
astonishment she fulfilled her promise on a monthly basis until every
penny had been paid.
This woman had only meagre savings and where the money came from
I have no idea. On one occasion a friend of hers told me that members of
her family who previously had given her very little financial help, began
to send her regular financial gifts.
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I think of this old widow often. She has gone to be with the Lord now
and just days prior to her death she withdrew her small savings and sent
it to the organisation I serve – CWR – with a note saying: ‘ I don’t have
long in this world now – this might be the last time I can give to God in
this way. Use it for His work and His service.’
As I look back I tremble to think that I came close to hindering a
woman from entering a dimension of giving that the Lord had been
leading her into. Her Saviour had been drawing her into a place where He
would prove Himself to be no man’s debtor. I’ll never thank God enough
for the lesson that widow showed me by her faith and confidence in God.

SERVICE IN THE EIGHTH DEGREE

Many years ago a Jewish rabbi by the name of Moses Maimonides listed
eight degrees of giving.
1. Giving grudgingly
2. Giving willingly but less than one should
3. Giving only when asked
4. Giving what one should give without being asked
5. Giving when the recipients know who gave but the giver doesn’t
know who receives
6. Giving when the giver knows who the recipients are but the
recipients don’t know who the giver is
7. Giving when neither the giver nor the recipient know each other
8. When the giver helps the receiver to give to others.

This last he called service in the eighth degree. It is wonderful to be a
receiver but the greatest joy is to be a giver. I shall never forget a man
giving to me many years ago when I was in financial difficulties. I needed
help and a businessman said to me, ‘The Lord has told me to give to you
but before I do I want to show you how to give to others.’
It revolutionised my life and I can honestly say that in my personal
finances I have never had an occasion when I have not been able to give
what I pledged. What he did for me I have done to others to whom I have
been able to give.
This is how Jesus put it: It is more blessed to give than
to receive. One of the passions of my life is to turn
getters into givers. We are saved to serve, to be useful,
and nothing is more powerful than giving to God. The
novelist John Grisham said ‘My wife and I measure the
success of each year by how much we’ve been able to
give away.’
I give John Wesley the penultimate word: make all you
can, save all you can, and give all you can. But, as I am
sure you will agree, Scripture must have the last word:

Your giving
will open
up the flow
of God’s
power in
your life.

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into
your lap.
For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
Luke 6:38

MAKING A FAITH PROMISE

I invite you to make a faith promise to God now. Start by asking God to
help you work out the right amount – an amount beyond your tithe – that
will stretch your faith a little. Do not make it too large. Your faith might
be very high after reading this, but start at the lowest point of your faith.
There must be no strain, no anxiety, no fear. One thing is sure – your
giving will open up the flow of God’s power in your life.
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Some months before writing this booklet I sat down and made my faith
promise for the year ahead. I asked the Lord how much I should give. The
amount that came into my mind in answer to that prayer seemed
astonishing. My reaction was to say, ‘Lord; are you sure?’ I went ahead
and made my commitment. Within a few weeks of making that commitment I was offered a writing contract that gave me much more than I
planned to give.
Many of my friends and colleagues tell similar stories following their
commitment to the making of a faith promise. It seems God delights to
enter into partnership with us in relation to giving by faith and as we
work God works. So make a start. Give God an opportunity to multiply
your ability to give and increase your faith by first committing yourself
to give a certain amount to Him.
The question might arise in your mind: where do I give beyond my
tithe? A good guide is to look prayerfully into your heart and try to
ascertain where your particular ‘burden’ might lie. God often burdens
Christians to pray for and give to certain causes. Not everyone will have
the same burden. God has given me a great burden for children who have
been orphaned, abused or in desperate circumstances and that is where
most of my giving is directed.
With you it might be in other directions: evangelism and the
propagation of the gospel, relief for the poor, helping Christians in the
developing world to have great access to spiritual resources, and so on.
Pray and ask God to show you not just how much you should give but also
where you should give.
Then, when you have decided, contact and donate to the organistation
you've chosen. If you decide to give to CWR, visit www.cwr.org.uk/donate
or call Carol Monk on 01252 784709. However, my main concern in
writing this booklet is to first help encourage you to develop your faith
and, second, to release a flow of finance into organisations who are
involved in the affairs of His kingdom and who need financial assistance
in the work that God has called them to do.

CRITERIA TO FOLLOW WHEN GIVING

When giving to a Christian organisation ask yourself the following
questions:
• Is the ministry one which honours Christ and the Word of God?
• Does it teach and maintain godly standards?
• Is there evidence of God’s blessing on the work?
• Is it based on sound doctrine? (Doctrinal error will eventually destroy
a ministry.)
• Do its leaders demonstrate a simple and basic lifestyle and are not given
to lavish living?
• Does the organisation show evidence of careful and prudent financial
management?
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in
every good work.
2 Cor. 9:8
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able
to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it
is written:
‘He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.’
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Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also
supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of
your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God.
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of
God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks
to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves,
men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing
with them and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their
hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has
given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
2 Cor. 9:6–15

GIVE EVEN MORE

Are you a UK tax payer? UK charities are entitled to a 25% tax reclaim
from the Inland Revenue on every £1 donated by UK taxpayers, therefore
increasing your original gift without it costing you anything more.
You are a UK taxpayer if:
• Tax is taken from your wages or salary before you receive your pay
• You have to fill in a self-assessment form each year
• You have any taxable savings (in a Building Society, for instance), or a
pension plan, or investment income
• If you have recently paid any capital gains tax, or expect to pay it in the
near future. This could be on the sale of a property or some shares, for
example.

AND EVEN MORE AGAIN FOR SOME

Higher rate taxpayers in the UK can also claim higher rate relief from
the Inland Revenue on their gifts – so your contributions will personally
cost you even less. Any tax you pay currently will be reduced by the
difference between the higher rate (currently 40%) and the basic rate
(currently 20%). Therefore giving you 20% of your original gift to give
away again.
Of course not all giving needs to go to an organisation or to a charity, but
if you are giving to a UK registered charity (this includes most churches)
this is a simple way of increasing your gift. If the organisation is not a
registered charity (and therefore not subject to the charity commission
checks and independent scrutiny) you may like to ask why not.
Just ask the charity that you are interested in for a Gift Aid form.

